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ABOUT MUSIC
The University of Arkansas is accredited 
by the National Association of Schools of 
Music and the Department of Music is 
housed within the Fulbright College of Arts 
& Sciences.

Home to over 300 music students and 
fifty faculty members, we offer a variety of 
degree programs at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. 

Department faculty and students perform 
over 400 concerts per year, on and off 
campus. Large concerts are performed at 
the 600-seat Faulkner Performing Arts 
Center that opened in 2015. Chamber and 
solo recitals are primarily presented at the 
200-seat Stella Boyle Smith Concert Hall, 
which is slated for a full renovation starting 
December 2022.

For more information, find us on social 
media or contact us at (479) 575-4701, email 
us at music@uark.edu, or visit music.uark.edu.
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PROGRAM
Étude No. 11 “pour les arpèges composés” 
Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 

Etude Op. 42 No. 4 “Fourth” 
Einojuhani Rautavaara (1928-2016) 

Etude Op. 10 No. 1 in C Major 
Frédéric Chopin (1810–1849) 

Etude No. 4 Embraceable You 
George Gershwin / Earl Wild 

“Nocturnal” from Pasillo del Mosaico de Aires Andinos, SW. 
23 
Luis Humberto Salgado (1903-1977)

Mazurka, Op. 17 No. 1 in B-flat Major       

Download accessible copy of this program

GUEST ARTIST CONCERT
Yi- Yang Chen, piano
7:30pm, Tuesday, November 21, 2023
Giffels Auditorium
University of Arkansas

https://fulbright.uark.edu/departments/music/events-and-calendars/programfiles/11212023-YiYangChen.docx


Mazurka, Op. 17 No. 4 in A Minor 
Frédéric Chopin (1810–1849) 

In Memorium: Japan, March 11, 2011 - No. 1 Twisting Path” 
Yi-Yang Chen (b. 1990) 

Song of Spring Outing (Arkansas premiere) 
Chen Yi (b. 1953)

Scherzo No. 3 in C-sharp minor, Op. 39
Frédéric Chopin (1810–1849) 

PERSONNEL 
Dr. Yi-Yang Chen shot onto the international stage with back-to-back victories in 
the 2018 Sussex International Piano Competition, 2017 Washington Internation-
al Competition, and the Warning International Piano Competition. The Worthing 
Herald music critic Richard Amey praised his recent performance “flair for the 
unusual and his technical and artistic capacity to deliver,” as well as his “musical 
and emotional intelligence, dexterity and virtuosity,” listening to Chen as soloist 
in Saint-Saëns’ Piano Concerto No.5 “Egyptian” with the Worthing Symphony Or-
chestra. His vibrant playing at the Pacific International Piano Competition (Cana-
da) was recognized by the judges, who selected him for the first prize (“…Yi-Yang 
showed an impressive breadth of emotional investment and natural affinity for the 
music he played. The informed individuality and command of his performance was 
immediately compelling to the judges. We feel this young man has a fine future as 
an artist. He seems to ‘own’ the piano as he plays, and this makes his performance 
extremely powerful” – Dr. Robin McCabe).  

Yi-Yang Chen is an assistant professor of piano at the University of Kansas and the 
Artist Director of the Orbifold Music Festival in California. Born in Taipei, Taiwan, 
Chen has been playing the piano since the age of 8. Yi-Yang completed his Doc-
tor of Musical Arts And Bachelor’s of Music at the Eastman School of Music with 
Douglas Humpherys, and his Master’s degree at The Juilliard School with Robert 
McDonald and Jerome Lowenthal. He also has solo/chamber masterclasses with 
Itzhak Perlman, Emanuel Ax, Daniel Pollack, Joseph Kalichstein, Glenn Dicterow, 
Thomas Sauer, and with members from the Cleveland, Shanghai, Borromeo, Bren-
tano, Ying, and Guarneri String Quartets.  

Yi-Yang has captivated audiences worldwide with his flamboyant playing. He has 
performed on five continents in acclaimed venues, including Carnegie Hall, Lincoln 
Center in New York, Melbourne Recital Centre, National Concert Hall in Taipei, 



Banff Music Centre in Canada, ZK Matthews Great Hall in South Africa, and the 
Assembly Hall in Worthing, UK, with such orchestras as the Worthing Sympho-
ny Orchestra, Brevard Music Center Orchestra, Avanti Orchestra, Eastman Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, National Chinese Orchestra, and the Thailand Philharmonic 
Orchestra. He has appeared at the Perlman Music Festival, Taos School of Music 
Summer Chamber Music Festival, Banff Music Centre, Music Academy of the West, 
Four Seasons Winter Workshop, and Brevard Music Center.  

A wealth of experience enables Chen to become an outstanding teacher and per-
former. As the winner of the 2012 MTNA National Young Artist Piano Competi-
tion, Chen was given a Steinway piano and two concerts in Miami sponsored by 
the Chopin Foundation (USA) as his prize. In a review of his 2017 solo recital at 
Carnegie Weill Hall, New York Concert Review wrote, “He negotiated this diffi-
cult work with what appeared to be the greatest of ease. The passagework was 
sparkling, and the energy never flagging. Mr. Chen held the line and momentum 
throughout, challenges which many players struggle with in this work […]. It was 
a powerhouse performance. His bold, take-no- holds approach was all that one 
hopes for in this work. It is a high-risk proposition that demands a large technique, 
and Mr. Chen delivered. I’ve heard many performances of this sonata, and Mr. 
Chen’s ranks among the best. “ Chen also received top prizes at the Hilton Head 
International Piano Competition, American Prize (Professional Division), UNISA 
International Piano Competition (South Africa), Kerikeri International Piano Compe-
tition (New Zealand), Seattle International Piano competition, Thailand Internation-
al Piano Competition, San Jose International Piano Competition, Roberto Melini 
International Piano Competition (Italy), Five Towns Piano Competition, Schubert 
Club Competition, Thousand Islands International Piano Competition, and Chopin 
International Piano Competition in Hartford.  

Yi-Yang Chen is a member of the Music Teachers National Association, College 
Music Society, and Mu Phi Epsilon. He enjoys swimming, biking, traveling, and 
composing. Yi-Yang is currently working on a recording project with Champs Hill 
label (UK); the release is scheduled for 2025. Before joining KU (University of 
Kansas), Yi-Yang served on the faculty at East Tennessee State University as a ten-
ure-track professor.   
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