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Las Estrellas de Los Cielos� Sephardic traditional tune

Dialogue� Persian traditional tune

Chasing the Horizon� Varijashree Venugopal 
arr. Nikola Radan 

Get Down and Shruti� Shakti 
arr. Nikola Radan 

Avaz e Dashti� Persian traditional tune 



Satie - Gnossienne						      Erik Satie 
arr. Nikola Radan

Zyryab				    Paco de Lucia 
arr. Nikola Radan

Kojak Cocek  				    Romani traditional dance tune 

Click here to download accessible copy

STAY CONNECTED

Sign up for the Department of Music Newsletter 
 

Find us on social media

Facebook

Instagram

Threads

YouTube

GIVE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC!

Every gift to the Department of Music helps 
provide exceptional educational and artistic 
experiences, support talented students and 
faculty, and strengthen the department’s im-
pact on campus and throughout Arkansas. 
Whether you choose to make an annual gift or 
establish a lasting legacy through an endowed 
fund, your generosity helps shape the future of 
music at the University of Arkansas.

https://music.uark.edu/events/programfiles/09282026BlueThread.docx
https://uark.us4.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=3bcc2ec6e7145d1fe91c9cb0a&id=777c205c86
https://www.facebook.com/uarkmusic
https://www.instagram.com/uofamusic
https://www.threads.com/@uofamusic
https://youtube.com/@uarkmusic?si=bGzOdyhmx4C-yET_
https://onlinegiving.uark.edu/?designation=J.+William+Fulbright+College+of+Arts+and+Sciences


PROGRAM NOTES

Blue Thread 

Presents

Caravan

A journey of melodies, rhythms, and stories across borders.

Welcome aboard!

A caravan is never simply a journey from one place to another. It is the people who trav-
el together and meet other people along the way, the instruments they carry, the stories 
exchanged around the fire, the melodies remembered from home and transformed along 
the way. A caravan is the mystery of what waits beyond the horizon and the unexpected 
things that happen when different worlds meet.

Kartik Balachandran - Carnatic violin
Mohammad Javad Khorsravi - Iranian kamancheh and setar 
Patrick Griffin - Middle Eastern - doumbek 
Robin Bibeau - guitars
Nikola Radan – flutes

Blue Thread brings together musicians whose traditions stem from Iran, India, the Balkans, 
the Iberian Peninsula, and the folk traditions of the Americas.

These musical worlds are not presented as isolated destinations. Instead, the various mu-
sic pieces become travelers of the same caravan.
In this concert, ancient modes meet contemporary arrangements, intricate rhythms find 
unexpected companions, melodies cross borders and return transformed. A Persian 
phrase may find an echo in India; a Balkan rhythm may encounter a Middle Eastern pulse; 
a folk melody from the Americas may suddenly feel at home beside an ancient musical 
language from across the ocean.

Some of the music is familiar. Some of it is ancient. Some of it may feel completely un-
known. And that is part of the journey.

Caravan is an invitation into the unknown—a place where cultural boundaries become 
meeting places, where musical traditions converse, and where something new can emerge 
from the encounter.



Blue Thread group traces music migration and shared stories with a focus on Portuguese, 
Sephardic, Celtic, and American ballads intertwined with Persian, Indian, Balkans, and 
other global traditions. The thread is blue, colored by the melancholy “blues” that haunt 
their tunes and by the sea that both inspire the lyrics of many of their songs and provide 
passageways between cultures.   The group debuted in 2017 with a tour of Portugal fol-
lowed by ongoing performances and residencies at the University of Arkansas in Fayette-
ville and in the New England Area.

“Blue Thread revealed a vibrant and playful music that transported us to the rich and varied 
musical experience of medieval time without abandoning the present.”  Evora News (Portugal)


