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PROGRAM
Concerto for Tuba and Orchestra
Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)
Prelude: Allegro moderato
Romanza: Andante sostenuto
Finale-Rondo alla tedesca: Allegro
Henry Sargent, tuba

Ethiopa’s Shadow in America
Florence Price (1887-1953)
III.	 Adaptation

Download accessible copy of this program

“MASTERY”
UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA, Dr. R. Mueller, conductor
THE ARKANSAS MASTER CHORALE, Dr. J. Murdock, cond.
THE UA COLLEGIATE CHORALE, Dr. S. Caldwell, cond.
THE INSPIRATIONAL CHORALE, Dr. J. Murdock, cond.

7:30pm, Monday, April 29th, 2024
Jim & Joyce Faulkner Performing Arts Center
University of Arkansas

https://music.uark.edu/events/programfiles/04292024-USO.docx


Concerto for Tuba and Orchestra
Leonard Bernstein (1918-1990)
Psalm	108,	vs.	2;	Psalm	100,	entire
Psalm	23,	entire;	Psalm	2,	vs.	1-4
Psalm	131,	entire;	Psalm	133,	vs.1
Sena Burrow, child soprano
Samantha	Stinson,	soprano
Carla Summers, mezzo-soprano
Jeffrey	Allen	Murdock,	tenor
Jonathan	Stinson,	baritone

PROGRAM NOTES
Concerto in F Minor for Tuba and Orchestra.		British	composer	Ralph	Vaughan	
Williams wrote the tuba concerto in 1954 for London tubist, Philip Catelinet, 
who	premiered	it	in	June	of	1954	with	Sir	John	Barbirolli	conducting	the	London	
Symphony	Orchestra.		Though	initially	considered	an	eccentric	oddity	by	a	
composer in his 80s, the work soon became one of the composer’s most highly 
regarded works and has become the cornerstone of the modern tubist’s repertoire.
Tubist Henry Sargent, the performer of this evening’s performance, is a graduate 
student in tuba performance at the University of Arkansas, studying with Dr. Ben 
Pierce.  He was the winner of the 2024 Concerto-Aria contest.

Ethiopa’s Shadow in America.		Written	by	American	composer	Florence	Price	in	
1932,	Ethiopa’s	Shadow	in	America	is	a	three-movement	orchestral	work	depicting	
the	African	American	experience	in	America,	from	the	arrival	of	the	first	slaves	
in	1619	through	the	turbulent	Jim	Crow	era	and	into	the	1930s.		She	entitled	
the	three	movements:	I.	Introduction	and	Allegretto:	The	Arrival	of	the	Negro	in	
America	when	first	brought	here	as	a	slave;	II.	Andante:	His	Resignation	and	Faith;	
III.	Allegro:	His	Adaptation.		Though	trained	at	the	New	England	Conservatory	in	
a	traditional	European	style,	her	mentors	George	Chadwick	in	Boston	and	later	
the Chicago composer Leo Sowerby encouraged her to incorporate the rhythms, 
melodies and harmonic structure of the Negro Spiritual into her output.  The music 
to this work was lost for many decades, only to be rediscovered in 2009 in the 
attic	of	a	small	house	just	outside	of	St.	Anne,	Illinois.		The	house	had	been	bought	
by	Ms.	Price	and	used	as	a	summer	home	until	her	death	in	1953.

Chichester Psalms.  Leonard Bernstein composed the Chichester Psalms in 
1965,	after	being	commissioned	by	a	music	festival	to	be	held	at	the	Cathedral	
of Chichester, in Sussex, England.  The world premiere actually took place on July 
15,	1965,	in	Philharmonic	Hall,	N.Y.,	with	the	composer	conducting	the	New	York	



Text of the Psalms
I

Ps. 108, vs. 2
Awake, psaltery and harp: I will rouse the dawn!

Ps. 100, entire
Make	a	joyful	noise	unto	the	Lord	all	ye	lands.		Serve	the	Lord	with	gladness.		
Come	before	His	presence	with	singing.	Know	ye	that	the	Lord	is	God.		It	is	He	
that has made us, and not we ourselves.  We are His people and the sheep of His 
pasture.  Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise.  
Be thankful unto Him and bless His name.  For the Lord is good, His mercy is 
everlasting.		And	His	truth	endures	to	all	generations.

II
Ps. 23, entire

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green 
pastures,	He	leads	me	beside	the	still	waters,	He	restores	my	soul,	He	leads	me	
in the path of righteousness, for His name’s sake.  Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me, Your rod and 
Your	staff,	they	comfort	me.		You	prepare	a	table	before	me	in	the	presence	of	
my enemies, You anoint my head with oil, my cup runs over.  Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.

Ps. 2, 1-4
Why	do	the	nations	rage,	and	the	people	imagine	a	vain	thing?		The	kings	of	the	
earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and 
against His anointed.  Saying, Let us break their bonds asunder, and cast away 
their cords from us.  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh, and the Lord shall 
have them in derision.

III
Ps. 131, entire

Lord,	Lord,	my	heart	is	not	haughty,	nor	my	eyes	lofty,	neither	do	I	exercise	myself	
in	great	matters	or	in	things	too	wonderful	for	me.		Surely	I	have	calmed	and	
quieted myself, as a child weaned of his mother.  My soul is even as a weaned 
child.  Let Israel hope in the Lord from henceforth and forever.

Ps. 133, vs. 1
Behold, how good and pleasant it is, for all to dwell together in unity!



SOPRANO
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Donna Rollene
Emily Thames
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Alexandra Rouw
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ALTO
Ethel Simpson
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Margo	Leavitt
Mallory Yeary
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+ (Pr. On Price and Bernstein)
* (Pr. On Vaughan Williams)
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