
CONTENTS
text that is bolded and underlined is a 
hyperlink or bookmark that can be clicked 
or tapped for more information

View the program

Personnel

Upcoming events

Your support matters

STAY CONNECTED
Sign up for newsletter

find us on social media
Facebook

Instagram

Threads

YouTube

ABOUT MUSIC
The University of Arkansas is accredited 
by the National Association of Schools of 
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housed within the Fulbright College of Arts 
& Sciences.

Home to over 300 music students and 
fifty faculty members, we offer a variety of 
degree programs at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. 

Department faculty and students perform 
over 400 concerts per year, on and off 
campus. Large concerts are performed at the 
600-seat Faulkner Performing Arts Center 
that opened in 2015. Chamber and solo 
recitals are primarily presented at the 200-
seat Stella Boyle Smith Concert Hall, which 
began a full renovation in December 2022 
and is scheduled to be completed in spring 
2025.
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PROGRAM 

Cant de les estrelles 
Enric Granados (1867-1916) 
 
Dr. Xiting Yang, piano 
Lisa Auten, organ

INTERMISSION

Download accessible copy of this program

UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
COLLEGIATE CHORALE
Songs of the Stars 
 
Dr. Stephen Caldwell, director
Lisa Auten, piano 
Dr. Xiting Yang, guest soloist

7:30 p.m., Saturday, April 26, 2025 
Faulkner Performing Arts Center 
University of Arkansas

https://music.uark.edu/events/programfiles/04262025Schola.docx


A Pale Blue Dot 
Stephen Caldwell (2025) 
 
Lisa Auten, piano 
Isabella Adams, Dayton Strick, Merritt Denton, violins 
Ely Yale, contrabass 
Yoshio Yamashita, timpani

PROGRAM NOTES
Cant de les estrelles
Premiered in 1911, Granados wrote the Cant de les estrelles (Song of the Stars) for an unusual grouping 
of Three Choirs, Piano, and Organ. Granados, a pianist by trade, played the daunting piano part himself. 
Granados died in 1916, and the piece was not performed again. The manuscript was thought lost in a 
fire. After long last, and after a protracted legal battle over the rights to the found manuscript, the Cant 
de les estrelles was re-premiered in 2007 nearly a century after its first hearing. The work only has a 
few documented performances in America, and this is the Arkansas premiere.

Ah! Eternal immensity of space! Madness and fever of love, delirium which we’ve never known!
Such is our life, eternal and serene, and pure is our light when the calming night preserves the blue 
luminosity
We see the approach of eternal rest for your hearts thirsty from fever and the toppling of desire.
Such is our eternal life and pure is our light when in the calm night we feel compassion for you.
We are children of the night, keeping bright through space our guiding compassion!
We are victims of love without cheer.
The eternal serenity when planned in the heavens raises up our devotion to your fruitless longing.
Eternal serenity of the heavens. We want to be free to fly but we are prisoners of love!
How can we break free? Weakness invades the heart. 
Eternal rest approaches! We wish to know of the death of our worlds!
The charms of love are broken but we can’t break the shackles of the eternal immensity!

A Pale Blue Dot
The “Pale Blue Dot” is a photograph of Earth taken on Feb 14, 1990, by the Voyager 1 space probe 
from a distance of 3.7 billion miles. In the photo, Earth’s size is a third of a pixel, just a tiny dot against 
the vastness of space, with three bands of sunlight streaming across the image reflected by the 
camera’s lens. Voyager 1 has since left the solar system and the influence of the sun’s gravity. Voyager 
1 is now nearly 16 billion miles from earth in interstellar space, travelling away from us at 35 degrees 



north of the ecliptic plane, at a speed of 38,210 mph. It will travel for approximately 40,000 years 
before the sun is no longer the closest star to its position. This photo gave a new perspective to the 
petty differences in our greater humanity, and this work explores that perspective through the lens 
of Voyager 1, as it looks back on this fleck of rock captured in a beam of light. This is the premiere 
performance of the work. 
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